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Sophomore AVID Elective Course 
Instructor: Mr. Moore, Room R-6

Email: scotts.moore@boiseschools.org
Class Website: http://mooresisland.weebly.com/
Remind 101 Class Code: avidmoore
Course Philosophy

AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is offered as an elective course that prepares students for entrance into four-year colleges. There is an emphasis on analytical writing, preparation for college entrance and placement exams, study skills and test taking, note taking, and research.

Course Description/Structure

AVID meets five hours per week. Students receive two hours of instruction per week in college entry skills, two hours per week in tutor-led study groups, and one hour per week in motivational activities and academic sur​vival skills. In AVID, students participate in activities that incorporate strategies focused on writing, inquiry, collab​oration, and reading to support their growth academically.

The AVID curriculum, which is based upon the following books in the AVID library—College Path, The Student Success Path, and the Writing Curriculum—lays the groundwork for the lessons taught in the AVID elective.

College Path prepares students for their future with lessons on test-taking skills. Preparation includes instruc​tion in math and English language concepts frequently seen on college entrance tests, as well as practice on "mock" SAT and ACT exams. In the ninth, tenth and eleventh grades, students are encouraged to take the PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) or the PLAN (Preliminary American College Test). In the eleventh and twelfth grades, students take the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) and ACT (American College Test).

In The Student Success Path, AVID students learn skills such as time management, note taking, textbook reading, library research, and maintaining the AVID binder. Students are expected to maintain an organized binder, including an assignment calendar, class and textbook notes, assignments, and homework, which are graded regularly.

Through the Writing Curriculum, AVID stresses the importance of "writing as a tool for learning?' This strat​egy forms the basis of all assignments. Writing preparation revolves around the improvement of writing in all sub​ject areas because writing clarifies thought. In AVID, students learn that writing is a process. Students are expected to use this process in all grade level writing assignments.

On tutorial days, students work with college tutors, many of whom are former AVID students and graduates of the schools in which they work. Tutors assist students in small groups with academic questions that students bring to tutorial. Students are required to take notes during tutorial and use class and textbook notes to inform their discussions during tutorial.  [image: image3.jpg]


Tutors help students with the process of learning through inquiry, rather that giving students the answers to their questions. Students learn the value of working with others in tutorial.

In AVID, students also participate in motivational activities including college and career research, college and career outreach speakers, field trips to colleges and businesses and other educational opportunities in their commu​nities, and service learning experiences. These activities provide students with the resources they need to learn about many positive opportunities available to them in the community that will impact their future.

Objectives of the Course

1. Students will take courses at Capital HS that meet four-year college entrance requirements.

2. Students will participate in tutorials for their academic courses.

3. Students will learn and apply AVID skills including: note taking, organization, time

      management, and goal setting.

4. Students will improve their oral communication skills through a variety of activities, 

       including presentations and Socratic Seminars.
5. Students will participate in writing activities, including note taking, summaries/reflections, and      

        reflective essay writing.

6. Students will prepare for college entrance examinations, including the PSAT, SAT and ACT.

7. Students will complete and present a Sophomore Portfolio of their work in AVID. 
Assessment Procedures
AVID students will be assessed using a variety of performance-based assessments. They will be judged not only on the AVID "basics" such as a well-organized notebook, participation in tutorials, and note taking, but also according to their performance on timed writings, practice college entrance tests, participation in Socratic Seminars, and other activities. Students are required to develop and present the Multi-Grade Level Portfolio at the end of each year, representing their work in the AVID program. 
The 3 grading categories we will utilize are:

1. Coursework- 35%

2. Tutorials- 30%

3. Organization (Including Binder Checks)- 35%

End of the Year Portfolio Contents
Portfolio contents will include but not be limited to the following:

1. Grade level AVID writings


4. Essays

2. Four-year Plan and other goals

5. Notes taken in content areas.

3. Timed writings



6. Semester and Sophomore Year reflections.

Course Outline*

Quarter One

· A Week in the AVID Elective 
· WICOR

· Introduction to the AVID Binder 
· Introduction to AVID Skills

· Introduction to AVID Notetaking 
· Introduction to AVID Tutorials 

· PSAT and SAT/ACT preparation 
· Ongoing tutorials

· Ongoing binder checks 
· Motivational activities & Guest Speakers
· Planning for College Trip
Quarter Three

· Semester 2 academic goal setting

· SAT/ACT preparation 
· Planning Your Education 

· Timed writing practice

· Grade Specific Writing Curriculum 
· Ongoing tutorials
· Ongoing binder checks 
· Ski Trip and Motivational activities


Other Class Information

Late Assignments

All assignment due dates will be communicated AND POSTED in our classroom and on the class website. A daily assignment that is late may be reduced 50% from the grade earned.  

Long term assignments are due on the day of the deadline whether or not you are in class. 

· Please be as PRO-ACTIVE as possible with any absences or instances that may prohibit you from turning work in on time. I work very well with students who use a PRO-ACTIVE approach. 

· Students will be given one “Late Pass”, which will give them the opportunity to turn in an assignment without any late penalty. 

Absences
If you are absent for any reason, it will be your responsibility to make up any missed assignments. If an assignment was due on a day in which you were absent, you must write “ABSENT” on it and turn it in the day you return. For every EXCUSED absence, you will have two days to turn in your make-up work. Please see the Student Handbook for (page 9-10) for more information about absences. 

Student and Classroom Expectations

· Be respectful to everyone. All opinions are valid and need to be respected (even if you disagree!). 

· Bring all materials with you to class each day
· Be in your seat when the bell rings and being working on the activity, which will always be posted on the front white board.

· If you need to leave to use the restroom or get a drink, you MUST have the Hall Pass. Pass will only be given DURING WORK TIMES!

· Raise your hand before speaking.

· Remain in your seat until the bell rings...We go “Bell to Bell!”.

· And remember: Hard Work = Success!
Other Policies

Cheating: A student found plagiarizing, copying another student’s work, or cheating in any way will receive an automatic zero and have phone calls and/or email contact made to their parents until the assignment is done correctly and partial credit is earned. The administration will also be notified.
Electronic Devices/Cell phones: These devices may ONLY be used at specific times during our class and only for educational purposes. I see them or hear them during non-authorized times, consequences will occur based on the policy outlined in your Student Handbook. If you are caught using your phone during a test, it will be assumed that you are cheating. It is recommended that you bring head-phones with you to class, as listening to music during work times is encouraged!  

Please Note: SnapChat is BANNED ON MOORE’S ISLAND!
I am very excited to spend this year with you and help prepare you for the future.  You will find that the intensity of this course will serve you well in all of your courses here at Capital and in personal and professional futures! 

“The person that lacks critical thinking skills is tyrranizable”

Thank You!   ~Mr. Scott Moore

Name:_________________Period:_____

Syllabus Summary

Please list three specific items from the syllabus that you feel are important to your success in this class: 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________
What is one thing you still have a question about? 
1. _____________________________________________________________________________
In the spaces below, please summarize in three to four sentences what you learned from the above syllabus. Focus on relevant information to you as an AVID student and one who will benefit from understanding the expectations of this course: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

	











Quarter Two


Test-taking skills


Preparing for Tests	


How to Study for College 


Grade Specific Writing Curriculum


Ongoing tutorials


Ongoing binder checks


Oral language development


Motivational activities


Final exam preparation














Quarter Four





Grade specific Writing Curriculum


SAT/ACT preparation


Ongoing tutorials


Ongoing binder checks


Review test-taking skills 


Motivational activities


Multi-Grade Level Portfolio preparation,


Confer�ences and presentations from Guest Speakers





This is not a complete list, but rather some highlights of what we will cover. Some of these items will only be covered if time allows. Schedule is subject to change. 









