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2016-2017 English 10 Course Syllabus
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Instructor: Mr. Moore, Room R-6
Email: scotts.moore@boiseschools.org
Class Website: http://mooresisland.weebly.com/
Remind 101 Class Code: mooreR6
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This year, both accelerated and traditional students will be combined into the same class period.  Students will either see English 10 or English 10 ACC on their schedule.
English 10 is taught at a rigorous level and provides all students with the support needed to succeed.  Therefore, there is an “Accelerated” option available.  Each student enrolled in the class may choose to receive either Accelerated or traditional credit for the year. This selection must be made by September 30th, 2016.   ALL students, in both options, are expected to complete rigorous reading and writing assignments that seek to answer the questions we ask together.
Our English 10 class will focus on fostering students’ development as engaged and effective readers, writers, and critical thinkers.  Students will explore various literary genres and themes throughout the year based around essential questions or topics. A strong community of learners will be built through ongoing reflection about mutual respect and the value of the diversity that students bring to the classroom.  All students will be required to complete a Genius Hour project, which will be worked on throughout the entire school year, including a presentation in the Spring. 
Our English classes promote diversity and equity, and also paint a far more textured picture of the world in which we live. Students will have their assumptions challenged and their horizons expanded.  They will be able to grow their personal talents through working with students who possess different skills. This class will encourage students to question, write thoughtfully, and provide valuable experiences relative to living and learning in our diverse world.
Accelerated Option Distinctions:
· Summative vs. Formative Grading Scale (mastery versus practice):  80% and 20% Acc. versus 60% and 40% Regular

· More stringent Late work policy for Acc.:  Accelerated: no late work, one late pass per semester---Reg. Eng. 10: late work up to 7 days late for up to 75% credit and one late pass per semester

· Different Focus Standards for Assignments (ex. character development vs. author's tone)

· Distinct Rubric Differences for Major Projects

· Increased Homework Load

· Writing prompts may ask students to explore different textual elements (focus standards)

· More Rigorous Vocabulary Program for Accelerated

· More Rigorous Tests

· Writing center attendance (required for accelerated, optional for traditional) 

· Students have until 9/30 to solidify their transcript option (Accelerated or Traditional) 

Essential Questions: 
Throughout this school year, we will be seeking answers to many questions: 

· “How far would you go to fight for what you believe in?”
· “How do small decisions affect our lives and our futures?”
We will be exploring possible answers to these questions through the literature we read, the writings we create and the critical thinking we engage in. 
Course Scope and Focus:

· Readings to include: 
· The Crazy Horse Electric Game

· Lord of the Flies
· A MidSummer Night’s Dream as well as Shakespeare’s Sonnets
· Various other short stories, poems and non-fiction articles
Materials 
You will be expected to have the following materials for class EACH DAY:

· A binder, with a clean place to store assignments and handouts/notes for this class. 
· Plenty of lined notebook paper (College Ruled)
· A writing utensil which must be a blue or black ink pen or a pencil. 
Please note: A highlighter and Daily Planner are strongly encouraged!
Grading
Grades will be determined as follows: 

o   Writing: 30%
o   Reading: 30%
o   Language: 20%
o   Speaking/Listening: 10%
o Genius Hour Project: 10%
*** The EOC (Performance Task) is given at the end of ever semester, and is worth 10% of your overall grade
Also, the English Department policy is as follows:
· Traditional English- 40% will be Formative Assessments, 60% will be Summative Assessments

· Accelerated English- 20% will be Formative Assessments, 80% will be Summative Assessments
Please Note: I give very little extra credit.  If I offer extra credit, I recommend taking the rare opportunity.  I believe your grade should reflect your mastery of the content of this class.
Late Assignments

All assignment due dates will be communicated AND POSTED in our classroom and on the class website. 

· Traditional: assignments may be turned in up to one week late for up to 75% of the grade. After that time a zero will be given. 
· Accelerated: No late work accepted with the exception of one “late pass” per semester.

Please be as PRO-ACTIVE as possible with any absences or instances that may prohibit you from turning work in on time. I work very well with students who use a PRO-ACTIVE approach. 

Absences
If you are absent for any reason, it will be your responsibility to make up any missed assignments. If an assignment was due on a day in which you were absent, you must write “ABSENT” on it and turn it in the day you return. For every EXCUSED absence, you will have two days to turn in your make-up work. Please see the Student Handbook for (page 9-10) for more information about absences. 

Student and Classroom Expectations

· Be respectful to everyone. All opinions are valid and need to be respected (even if you disagree!). 

· Bring all materials with you to class each day

· Be in your seat when the bell rings and being working on the Bell Work or activity, which will always be posted on the front white board.

· If you need to leave to use the restroom or get a drink, you MUST have the Hall Pass. Pass will only be given DURING WORK TIMES!

· Raise your hand before speaking.

· Remain in your seat until the bell rings...We go “Bell to Bell!”.

· And remember: Hard Work = Success!
Other Policies

Cheating: A student found plagiarizing, copying another student’s work, or cheating in any way will receive an automatic zero and have phone calls and/or email contact made to their parents until the assignment is done correctly and partial credit is earned. The administration will also be notified.
Electronic Devices/Cell phones: These devices may ONLY be used at specific times during our class and only for educational purposes. I see them or hear them during non-authorized times, consequences will occur based on the policy outlined in your Student Handbook. If you are caught using your phone during a test, it will be assumed that you are cheating. It is recommended that you bring head-phones with you to class, as listening to music during work times is encouraged!  


Please Note: SnapChat is BANNED ON MOORE’S ISLAND!

I am very excited to spend this year with you and help prepare you for the future.  You will find that the intensity of this course will serve you well in all of your courses here at Capital and in your personal and professional futures! 
“The person that lacks critical thinking skills is tyrranizable”
Thank You!   
~Mr. Moore
Name:_________________Period:_____

Syllabus Summary

Please list three specific items from the syllabus that you feel are important to your success in this class: 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________
What is one thing you still have a question about? 
1. _____________________________________________________________________________
In the spaces below, please summarize in three to four sentences what you learned from the above syllabus. Focus on relevant information to you as an English 10 student and one who will benefit from understanding the expectations of this course: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________


Please review the syllabus and guidelines on the previous pages and sign below.  Students will receive participation points by bringing this signed sheet, by Friday, August 26th, which states that you’ve read over and will abide by the guidelines listed in the packet.  A copy of the syllabus needs to be kept in the student’s binder.

Student’s Name: ________________________________________ Period: _______________

 _______________________ 
_______________________________________________________
 Student’s Signature

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature(s)


